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SUBJECT: ITALIAN THOUGHTS ON NATO RESPONSE TO KARAMANLIS' LETTER 

1 DCM SAW MFA NATO OFFICE CHIEF DA RIN FOR GENERAL REVEIW OF 
FOREIGN POLICY SCENE AS ITALIANS EMERGE FROM SUMMER VACATION 
PERIOD. HIGHLIGHT OF CONVERSATION WAS DISCUSSION OF PROBLEMS AND 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 ROME 12412 101720Z 

OPTIONS FLOWING FROM KARAMANLIS' LETTER TO NATO PRIME MINISTERS 
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ON GREEK INTENTIONS REGARDING NATO. 

2. DA RIN INDICATES THAT THE MFA BELIEVES THE LETTER WAS ALL 
TOO CLEAR AND THAT IT REPRESENTED AN IRREVERSIBLE DECISION TO 
WITHDRAW FROM NATO'S INTEGRATED MILITARY SYSTEM. ONLY ITEM 
OPEN TO NEGOTIATION BETWEEN GREECE AND NATO SEEMS TO BE 
QUESTION OF TIMING. 

3. ITALIAN PERM REP AT NATO HAS BEEN REPORTING ACCURATELY 
AND FULLY, AS DA RIN CLEARLY WAS AWARE OF US PREFERENCE TO 
KEEP GREECE IN DEMANDEUR POSITION AND TO NOT FORCE PACE OF 
DEVELOPMENTS WITH POSSIBLY GRAVE IMPLICATIONS. REATIONALE FOR 
US POSITON WAS REITERATED. 

4. DA RIN RESPONDED THAT IN GOI S VIEW TIME, UNFORTUNATELY, DID NOT 
APPEAR TO BE ON THE ALLIES' SIDE. ONLY EVENT THAT COULD HELP WOULD 
BE ASTISFACTORY SETTLEMENT IN CYPRUS REQUIRING SIGNIFICANT TURKISH 
FLEXIBILITY, WHICH GOI DOES NOT ANTICIPATE. 

5. REGARDING KARAM ANLIS ' LETTER, MFA FEARS THAT A DELAYED OR 
NON RESPONSE WOULD BE MISINTERPRETED IN ATHENS AS SIGNIFYING 
THAT NATO WAS WRITING OFF GREECE. MFA BELIEVES LETTER SHOULD 
BE ANSWERED SOON AND THAT DPC AS 13 (OR 14, IF FRANCE SHOULD 
CHOOSE TO PARTICIPATE) WOULD BE PROPER BODY TO QUOTE HARMONIZE 
END QUOTE RESPONSES WHICH EACH GOVERNMENT WOULD THEN TAILOR 
TO PROTECT SPECIFIC BILATERAL ARRANGEMENTS WITH GREECE. DA RIN 
REPORTED THAT ITALY'S PERM REP HAD BEEN AUTHORIZED TO SUGGEST 
AT SEPT 19 PERM REPS LUNCHEON FOURT POINTS WHICH REPLIES 
SHOULD ADDRESS: 1) ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT; 2) EXPRESSION 

OF REGRET WHILE UNDERLINING GRAVITY OF DECISION; 3) EXPRESSION OF 
HOPE THAT GREEKS WILL BE ABLE TO RECONSIDER DECISION; AND 4) 

NOTE ALLIED WILLINGNESS TO EMBARK ON NEGOTIATIONS RE IMPLEMENTATION. 

6. MFA AND IMOD FEEL THAT SOUTHER FLANK SECURITY GAPS PRESENTLY 
EXIST OF SERIOUS DIMENSIONS, ESPECIALLY IN INTELLIGENCE AND 
SURVEILLANCE ACTIVITIES. THESE NEED TO BE COVERED SOON. THEY 
BELIEVE THE NATO DPC (AS EITHER 13 OR 14 WITH FRANCE) SHOULD 
ALSO BEGIN TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS ON THESE ISSUES, WITH GOAL OF 
RPOVIDING SACEUR WITH CLEAR INSTRUCTIONS FOR OPENING MILITARY-TO- 
MILITARY DISCUSSIONS OF TECHNICAL PROBLEMS CAUSED BY GREEK 
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WITHDRAWAL. IN SAME VEIN, ITALIANS BELIEVE THAT ALLIES SHOULD 
OPEN DISCUSSION WITH GREEK OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO NATO BEFORE 
THEY RECEIVE ORDERS TO GO HOME, IN BELIEF THAT THEY ARE A PRO- 
NATO ASSET THAT MUST BE UTILIZED. COMMENT: DA RIN RECENTLY 
VISITED CINCSOUTH AND INDICATED THAT GOI VIEWS WERE INFLUENCED 
BY ATTITUDE HE FOUND IN NAPLES; I.E., DO SOMETHING BEFORE THE 
GREEK OFFICERS ARE REMOVED FROM NATO COMMANDS. THE ITALIANS 
RELIEVE THAT IF GREEKS ARE CALLED HOME THE GOG WILL HAVE TAKEN 
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AN IRREVERSIBLE STEP AND THE ALLIANCE WILL HAVE LOST MOST 
SYMPATHETIC GREEK INTERLOCUTORS. 

7. DCM QUERIED DA RIN AS TO HOW THE DISCUSSIONS COULD BE KEPT 
AT THE TECHNICAL LEVEL WHILE AT SAME TIME ALLIES RECOGNIZE AND 
PROMOTE CIVILIAN AUTHORITY OF KARAMANLIS GOVERNMENT OVER GREEK 
MILITARY FORCES. WOULD NOT THESE TECHNICAL TALKS BE RAISED VERY 
QUICKLY TO POLITICAL LEVEL AND FORCE GREEKS TO BEGIN FINAL ROUND OF 
BINDING ACTS. AT THIS POINT DA RIN RESTATED GOI VIEW THAT 
KARAMANLIS HAS MADE A FINAL BINDING DECISION RE WITHDRAWAL 
FROM NATO AS PRICE HE HAD TO PAY TO SALVAGE OPPOSITION CONSENT 
TO OTHER POLITICAL, CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC LINKS WITH THE WEST. 

DA RIN CONCLUDED TAT. OF COURSE, SHOULD ALLIED CONSENSUS 
DEVELOP AROUND US PLAN TO DEFER ACTION, ITALY WOULD GO ALONG. V OLPE 
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